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Staff Meetings


Our staff meetings will take place this month on the following dates:        


Tuesday, November 4, 2008 from 8:25 a.m. to 3:15 p.m. in the Cafeteria.  


On Tuesday, Mr. Charles Fonbuena, Premier Consultant, will be conducting an all day workshop on The 7 Habits of a Highly Effective Teen.  I would like to thank Mr. David Smith, Assistant Principal, for doing the research and reaching out to Premier, Inc..


Monday, November 20, 2008 from 3:30 to 5:00 p.m. in Room B-10.











School Visitors


This past month, we hosted Mr. Eric Braxton, Small Schools Project Coordinator, for The Philadelphia Education Fund, on Monday, October 20, 2008.  Eric, as well as 28 students, administrators, community folks, and reporters had an opportunity to visit many of our 5th period classes and also to have a conversation with the following ten seniors:  Kenneth Bermudez, Ranfis Breton, Jennifer Ciprian, Alixon Delgado, Ismael Guadalupe, Steve Maldonado, Shakira Morris, Krystal Rodriguez, Steven Rodriguez, and Dwayne Wilson and Ms. Aiuvalasit, Ms. Bremmer and myself.


At the conclusion of the day, they had nothing but excellent things to say about our staff, students and school.





On Wednesday, October 8, 2008, New Explorers and we hosted for the second time this year a group of educators from The Netherlands.  The group consisted of Superintendents and Principals from The Netherlands.  They had an opportunity to visit classes and speak with staff and students.  


They were also very complimentary about not only our school but the entire South Bronx Campus.








 









































Principal for a Day


Due to a conflict with Mr. Anthony Piscitelli’s schedule, we were unable     to host him as our Principal for a Day    on Tuesday, October 21, 2008.  If you  are not aware, Mr. Piscitelli was our Principal for a Day last year.


I want to personally thank Mr. Piscitelli for coming out to our school on Saturday, November 1, 2008, to    conduct an interview with one of our seniors, Kenny Aguirreche.  Mr.    Piscitelli is a Lobbyist and he also interviews students for Columbia University. We wish Kenny nothing       but the best in his future endeavors.
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During the past quarter, 28 students were successful in their AM Science, Saturday Math and Saturday and Weekday Humanities Classes.











School Report Card





We have received our School Report Card.  I cannot make either the grade or the Report Card public until Monday, November 10, 2008.  At that time, the city will lift the gag order on all high schools.  





I will conduct individual grade level meetings with each of you on Wednesday morning and afternoon to review and discuss our report.








CPAS





If you are not aware, students in our 9th, 10th, and 11th grade will be working on their CPAS Task throughout the months of November and December in ELA.  Our 9th and 10th graders will be working on Mathematics. This process has begun in many of our classes.





Final projects are not due until the 15th of December.  If you have any questions, please feel free to speak to any of the English or Mathematics teachers for more details.





                                                         


Yankee Stadium Event


     


Ms. Sharon Aiuvalasit, Mr. Johanny Garcia and eleven students who have either worked for or interviewed for positions with the New York Yankees  have been invited by Turner Construction to participate in removing dirt from the current pitcher’s  mound and carrying it over in buckets to the new stadium.  We are very honored and ecstatic that the Yankees as well as Turner Construction reached out to us for this once in a lifetime opportunity.  Sharon has promised to take as many pictures as possible so that you are given an opportunity to share in the day’s activities.   



































Museum of Natural History


I want to thank the entire 9th grade team for the trip they took to the Museum of Natural History.  


Bronx Museum of the Arts


Also, I want to thank Ms. Ashleigh Stanton, SOBRO Art Instructor, and Mr. Edward (Cody) Cecarelli, Special Education Teacher, for taking their art classes to the Bronx Museum of the Arts. 


Brooklyn College


I want to thank Ms. Paula Bremmer for taking a group of seniors to Brooklyn College on Wednesday, October 8, 2008.


Fordham University


I want to also thank Ms. Paula Bremmer and Mr. David Smith for taking a group of 12th, 11th, 10th and 9th grade students to Fordham University on Tuesday, October 21, 2008.
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iMentor Senior Kickoff











































































































On Wednesday, October 29, 2008, the iMentor Senior Kickoff was held in our School Cafeteria.  Over 40 seniors met with their mentors and shared a taste of the South Bronx meal.  


Mr. Kassim Howell, Program Coordinator for iMentor, sent an e-mail to Robert, Sharon and I stating the following: 


“Thank you for making the Kickoff event such an awesome gathering, the best yet!  The Careers in Sports family was extremely welcoming to the mentors which resulted in a very relaxed and mature atmosphere.  Also, thank you for supplying the delicious Spanish food.  I think the idea of serving food representative of the students’ background was an amazing idea and we may have set the standard going forward.


It was amazing to see so many old pairs and new pairs click!  I was so psyched to see Edwin, his girlfriend, Matthew, and Edwin Jr. engaged and truly tuned into one another.  Also to see Ivan and Roland really getting along gave me chills.  The students have been emailing consistently and the program has taken flight!


I am truly proud to be a part of this special group of young adults and committed educators.  This is a great start to a superb year.  Thanks again for your hard work and dedication!  I can not wait for the next event!”


Our Junior Kick-off event will be held in our cafeteria on Thursday, November 13th from 6-8 p.m. and the next Senior event will be held on Thursday, November 13th at Washington Irving High School.











College Process


CUNY Applications


Most of the CUNY applications were submitted on October 3rd.  There were seven recipients of the CUNY fee waiver which were sent on Saturday.  


The students are now working diligently on their personal statements and have a deadline of this coming Friday.  


College Fairs


College of New Rochelle – Nov. 12th 


Lehman College – November 17th & 18th 


SUNY Old Westbury – November 19th 





Early Decision Applications (Binding)


Kenny Aguirreche – Univ. Pennsylvania


Early Action Applications (Non-Binding)


Johnny Castellon – Fordham University


Ismael Guadalupe – Fordham University





Sports


Congratulations to Coach Cosme and his staff for going 9-0 during the regular season.  The Varsity Football Team has qualified for the playoffs that will start the weekend of November 15th.  Since we are ranked #1 in the Division, we will host the game at Alfred E. Smith High School.  The opponent has not yet been determined nor the date and time.  As soon as the information becomes available, I will pass it along to you. 


Looking Ahead


Thanksgiving is just around the corner.  Once again, we will host our 7th Annual Thanksgiving Celebration.  


Yesterday, the administration met with all four grade level leaders to discuss the agenda for that day.  We anticipate that throughout this week and next week you will go over this agenda at your grade level meetings so that we can have the best celebration possible.


The day will begin with our staff vs. students basketball game followed by our Thanksgiving Luncheon.  We are in the process of ordering over $1,500 worth of food for that day.  


Any staff member that would like to contribute cakes or cookies, please feel free to do so.

















































































































Upcoming Events


Thanksgiving


Celebration









































Notes


Attendance – October 2008 


October attendance reached 86.3% for the entire month.


Suspensions: October 2008 


18 Principal’s Suspensions
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